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There will be a prize for the first person who correctly identifies this thing. 
Solution in the next Whirrakee. Start guessing!! 
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Editors’ Note 

The October issue is usually packed with annual reports and financial statements and these have to be 
printed for members according to the constitution. You will therefore not find many field naturalists 
type articles, in fact, we had to hold some back for lack of space. 

Tom and I did not specifically express our thanks to our regular contributors in the September 
edition or at the Annual General Meeting when it would have been appropriate but are doing it 
herewith. Without them, this job would have been painful, to say the least. Hopefully some other 
members will pick up their pens at this lovely time of year and share with us what they have 
observed. 


One very important message: Please pay your membership fees in the next few days. A reminder is 
included with this edition. Membership fees might increase next year, so you could even consider © 
paying in advance!!! 


A Few Notes on a Non-Conformist of 
the Acacia Group 
Author: Tom Patullo 


secs “and they called it Paradoxa” 


“Paradoxa”, what a strange name to give a 
wattle. There must be a reason for it. 

On consulting the Word Finder and examining 
Ian Flecknoe-Brown’s front cover of August’s 
Whirrakee, we soon discovered that Acacia 
paradoxa is surely a non-conformist of the 
Acacia family. 

Why? 


A. paradoxa carries three elements, flowers, 
thorns and leaves, thus making it the only wattle 
to do so. Other wattles carry only two, such as 
leaves (or phyllodes) and flowers, or thorns 
(which are, in fact, modified phyllodes) and 
flowers; We have Acacia genistifolia or the 
Spreading Acacia as an example, so well known 
in Bendigo, also known for the fact that the 
flower colour changes from creamy yellow to 
bright yellow in the Heathcote area. 

Some may say that there are other prickly 
wattles, and rightly so, but on close examination 
they will find, that the above statement is 
correct. 

Yes, there are quite a number of prickly wattles 
such as that prickly little customer Acacia 
gunnii, which to handle feels quite prickly but, 
the prickles, on close examination prove to be 
not thorns, but sharply pointed phyllodes. 
There are a number of Acacias which feel 
prickly when handled, but on examination turn 
out to have sharply pointed leaves also. I would 
say that our Spreading Acacia is the best 
example of a wattle which bears only thorn-like 
phyllodes and flowers; while our Golden Wattle 
is a very good example of a wattle bearing leaf- 
like phyllodes and flowers, and of course, seed 
pods. 

All wattles carry seed-pods which fact establish 
them as legumes and as such build up nitrogen 
in the soil. 

To get back to “Paradoxa”, the non-conformist 
of the wattle family, be it Hedge Acacia, Prickly 
Wattle, Kangaroo Thorn or whatever it is 
known in whatever location it grows in. It is 
still a very desirable form of wattle, a very 
beautiful native plant reaching its best along the 
irrigation channels, preferably with a bit of 
seepage to supply the moisture it appears to 
need. 

I have seen it to be a spreading scrub with long 


arching branches bearing bright reddish-orange 
flowers, a pretty sight in its best. 


A statement in “Front Cover” which states that 
there are hybrids between A. paradoxa and A. 
ausfeldii is interesting. I would like to know if 
this hybrid was still a paradox, that is still 
carried the three elements, leaves, thorns and 
flowers. 


Editor’s note: A.paradoxa also distinguishes 
itself from the other local wattles by their pollen. 
Whereas all the wattle pollen I have seen 
consists of a regular structure with 16 grains, A. 
paradoxa pollen always has less than 16, 
arranged in a much more irregular structure. 


Spring in the Bendigo Bush 
Author: Barbara Chmielewska 


What are the signs of Spring in Bendigo? When 
asked this question, many of my friends answer 
“buds on willows and daffodils” etc. 

For me, the signs are the flowers on wattles, 
Bendigo Wax, orchids and all the other flowers 
displaying their magnificent colours in the bush. 
Of course, now the signs of Spring include the 
time when we (the Club) and other community 
groups organise the ‘Spring in the Bendigo 
Bush’ activities. These activities start on the Ist 
September, Wattle Day. 


This year we had a great success.’ So far all 
activities were very well attended. 


The Wildflower Show attracted 600 visitors. 
The Show is organised by the Bendigo Native 
Plant Group in co-operation with the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club. The flowers for the 
display come from members’ gardens and 
nurseries specialising in growing native plants. 
At this time the indigenous garden in the 
Bendigo Naturalists Club’s grounds is also in 
full bloom. It attracts a lot of very positive 
comments and I hope that the people who visit 
the Wildflower Show and see how beautiful the 
garden is, and how little water it needs, will 
plant native plants in their garden instead of 
exotics. 


The display of the Wildflower Show includes 
terrestrial orchids (grown by members), bonsai 
of native plants, nesting boxes for birds and 
mammals, and of course, environmental weeds. 
Weeds in particular attract a lot of attention 


because a lot of people grow them in their 
garden. 

The ‘Spring in the Bendigo Bush’ including the 
Wildflower Show is advertised widely. There 
are displays in Bendigo, Kangaroo Flat and 
Castlemaine libraries as well as at Strath Village 
Shopping Centre and the Parks Victoria Offices 
in View Street. Individual posters advertising 
both events and event brochures are also 


displayed and distributed in shops and other 
public places. 

For me personally, the Wildflower Show is a 
very important event because it fosters co- 
operation between different groups, promotes 
native and particularly indigenous plants, 
educates the community about weeds and 
promotes understanding about the importance of 
biodiversity. 

I hope that the success of the Wildflower Show 
as part of the ‘Spring in the Bendigo Bush’ will 
continue to grow with the coming years and 
become the main event in Bendigo. 


Is This Your Garden? 


First plant three rows of Peas 
Preparedness 

Politeness 

Perseverance 

Next to them plant three rows of Squash 
Squash gossip 

Squash criticism 

Squash indifference 

Then four rows of Lettuce 
Let us be faithful 

Let us be unselfish 
Let us be helpful 


And 


Let us help one another 

And no garden is complete without Turnips 

Turn up for meetings, 

Turn up with a smile, 
And 

Turn up with determination. 
Published in the July 1999 Bendigo Golden Dragon 


Museum Newsletter 
Author, Date, Source not indicated. 


A Bendigo Season 
Author: Peter Ellis 


The discussion on seasons by Tom Burton with 
regard to early Spring and Golden Wattles 
reminded me of an observation by one of our 
founding club members, Redvers (Red) James 
Eddy. He used to tell me that if you wanted to 
photograph Whirrakee Wattle at its best, then on 
the 31st of August it was at its best (and 
deteriorates very quickly after that). Red was 
actually referring to the massed open display of 
Whirrakee Wattle in what was then the 'Hakea 
Wattle Paddock' which was a bit of a tourist 
attraction. (Whirrakee Wattle or Acacia 
williamsoni was formerly known as Hakea 
Wattle or Acacia hakeoides var angustifolia) 


Of course, in the forest in more shaded 
circumstances the wattle may have lasted a little 
longer and in some locations could also be in 
flower earlier in August or even in late July. 
Either way, it barely lasts in nice bloom more 
than about a fortnight. But for the Wattle 
Paddock date Red was spot on as I checked this 
out over many years, particularly in the 70's. 
However there was one big exception, in or 
following a drought year the wattle would be 
poor, spasmodic in flowering and nowhere near 
August 31st. The last decade has been difficult 
to judge, not only because the wattle paddock 
was largely cleared, but due to exceptionally dry 
autumns and winters. I think it was the year 
following the ’67 drought that I first observed 
the change of flowering pattern and again in ’83 
and at times after that. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some _ by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the club 
library. 


RKKKKK K 


HABITAT(ACF) 
August 1999 


"Australia's New Environment Laws:" some 
key questions answered by John Connor, ACF 
Campaigns Director, about the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 which was rushed through the Senate in 
June. 


"Oil and Whales Don't Mix" by Margi 
Prideaux reports on the threat to the Great 
Australian Bight Marine Park posed by the 
petroleum industry in search of new drilling 
sites. 


"Counting our Blessings: life on the islands" 
by Liz Downes & Margaret Moore describes 
the annual nutmeg pigeon count on the Brooks 


Islands near Hinchinbrook in _ northern 
Queensland. 

RKAREKKKKK 
PARK WATCH(VNPA) 


September 1998 


"The Nature of Farming" by Tim Barlow 
discusses the impact of farming on the original 
grassy plains in Victoria, and the importance 
of preserving the tiny grassland areas 


remaining. The trend towards corporate 
farming will make this difficult. 
"Ecosystem Managemant in Australian 


Fisheries" by Dr Scoresby Shepherd reports on 
the need to discover the key components of 
marine ecosystems in order to understand the 
ecological processes involved. 


"Our Little Desert Trip" by Ross Heathcote 
describes a spring visit to Mt Arapiles and the 


Little Desert National Park where the highlight 
was seeing a Mallee Fowl working its mound. 


i a a 2 
THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
August 1999 


e Hidden Treasure in Tasmania: a 
birdwatching haven in the Asbestos Range 
National Park in the north of the state. 

e The Beautiful Birds of Palenque: a 
rewarding sidelight during a trip to 
Mexico. 

e The Biography behind the Bird: bird 
names and the individuals 
commemmorated in this way. 


September 1999 


e Wildlife Art: a personal view by artist 

Krystii Melaine 

Brindabella Ranges, ACT: a return visit to 

these mountains near Canberra produced a 

healthy list of species. 

e Birding in the 'Sunset Country’: the writer 
heads south to Victoria in the winter, rather 
than north! 

e Decline of Birds in the Northern Savanna: 
many grain/seed eating birds are showing a 
decrease in the sub-tropics . 


RReKKKKK 


Also received recently: 


*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 
September 1999 
*Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 
. August 1999 
*Newsletter (Ballarat FNC) 
September 1999 
*Sun-Nat (Sunraysia FNC) 
Sept/Oct. 1999 
*Field Nats News(VFNC) 
August & September 1999 


RKKREKKKK 


President’s Report - Bendigo Field 
Naturalists’ Club Inc. 1998 - 1999 


The following account is a brief summary of the 
past year’s activities: 


Excursions 

During the last year, we have had an interesting 
diversity of excursions, some of which were 
well attended. A particular highlight was our 
Geology excursion which coincided with the 
breaking of the drought and caused us to travel 
for most of the day in a bus with fogged-up 
windows. Despite the unfavourable weather, 
we persisted and managed to see several of the 
regions outstanding geological features. Eric 
Wilkinson was our intrepid guide who managed 
to maintain his enthusiasm during this very wet 
day excursion. 


On several occasions, we were not able to give 
sufficient notice of the proposed excursion, 
which may have contributed to the small number 
of members who were able to attend. During 
two of our trips at short notice to the Kooyoora 
State Park, we were very pleased to be able to 
meet up with BFNC members who live in the 
Inglewood-Kingower-Arnold districts - the 
numbers -attending these excursions were 
impressively large and we had the distinct 
advantage of being shown features of the area 


by local experts, which made these excursions | 


very enjoyable. 


Because of the difficulties which we experienced 
with excursion organisation, we have decided to 
manage this aspect of the club’s activities from 
within the Committee. If any club member has a 
preference for an excursion to some part of the 
region which has been neglected, then the 
Committee would be very pleased to receive this 
information. This is probably the most direct 
way to help us design a popular and relevant 
excursion program so please offer your advice 
and tell us your preferences. 


Guest Speakers 

Dr Bill Holsworth has again produced an 
interesting and successful program of monthly 
speakers. In general, attendances at Monthly 
Meetings have remained higher than in past 
years. On several occasions, we attracted 
audiences in excess of 50 members and friends 
which, I am sure, demonstrates the success of 
the year’s Guest Speaker program. We are 
fortunate that Bill is again willing to co-ordinate 


this important feature of the Club’s activities. 
As always, he wants suggestions for interesting 
speakers or topics so that our meetings continue 
to be relevant and successful. 


Nominations: 

8 new members were nominated and accepted 
for membership of the BFNC during 1998 - 
1999 (Zoe Lovejoy; Michael Gott & Binata 
Manting; Janet Bayliss; Janet Justin; Clarke 
Jeffrey; Sue Dormer; Darren Green). 


Activities 
Club members continue to be involved in a wide 
range of activities as indicated by the following: 


Adopt a Highway Project - co-ordinated by Rob 
Watkins (Seven Sisters area of the Northern 
Highway) 

Summer in the Parks Program (Maurie Lewis 
led a Possum walk in Rosalind Park attended by 
hundreds of participants) 

Bendigo National Park Campaign (Launch - 
October 1998 & subsequent activities) 
Submissions concerning the City of Bendigo 
Planning Scheme (Jenny Shield; Stan) & 
attendance at Panel Hearing 

BFNC Garden Project - co-ordinated by 
Barbara. 

Senior Citizens Recreation and Leisure Expo 
(BENC set up an information table and a display 
concerning our activities & the local 
environment) 

Kalimna Park Preservation Committee Appeal 
(BFNC contribution) 

Pilcher’s: Bridge Flora and. Fauna Reserve - 
conflict between conservation values & road 
access 

Campaspe Run Koori Garden Project (Elmore). 
Botanic Garden extensions 

Bird Atlas work in Kangaroo Gully Creek 
(Elvyne Hogan & Kerrie Norris). 

Council Environment Grant to improve the 
surroundings of the Pioneer Gold Monument by 
planting an appropriate garden of indigenous 
plants. 

Composting Field Day. 


‘BFNC representative on the Steering Committee 


for the development of a Tang Tang Swamp 

Action Plan. 

Bendigo Community Fire Safety Meetings. 
‘Willows in Creeks’ seminar Creswick 

Spring in the Bendigo Bush program 1999. 

Summer in the Parks 2000 

Olympic Landcare Launch (Maurie Lewis). 


Many of these activities will continue into the 
next year at least as will our Club’s community 
involvement. 
Associations with other’ Field 
Naturalists’ Clubs 

Attendance at VFNCA meetings (Jane is 
President of this association) & Camps 
Sunraysia FNC Campout - some members take 
advantage of these and similar invitations from 
other FNCs. 


Associations with State conservation 
organisations 

EV & VNPA links continue to be maintained 
Members attended the VNPA camp held at 
Paddy’s Ranges State Park near Maryborough 


Attendance at seminars & workshops 
Conference ‘Woodlands - Islands in our midst’ 
Wildlife of the Box-Ironbark Forests 


Representation on local & regional 
committees 

Representation at the RFA workshop 
(Rushworth) - Bill H; Panel Hearings on Urban 
Planning (Jenny Shield); Whipstick Parks 
Advisory Committee; Tang Tang Steering 
Committee; Friends of Bendigo Botanic 
Gardens Steering Committee. 


Special lectures 

World Environment Day Lecture - Dr Trevor 
Pescott 

‘Conservation of the Victorian Mallee’ - Rod 
Waterman 


Other activities 

Stan has continued his good work of preparing 
display material to illustrate various Club 
activities at Displays in the Library, in the Mall, 
for Spring in the Bendigo Bush and many other 
important occasions. Stan has also made several 
submissions during the year, for example, on 
the publication, “Today shapes tomorrow’ to 
Environment Australia on behalf of BDEC. 


Bendigo City Council entered the BFNC Garden 
in an Municipal Awards competition for 
Environmental works carried out by a 
Community Group - our Garden won an award 
which is a credit to Barbara and the Garden 
Group (a joint group of BFNC and Bendigo 
Native Plants Group members). 


The Hall Management Committee continues to 
keep things running smoothly - the hall is 


booked out only to trusted groups after they 
have been approved by Maurie Lewis. 


In conclusion 

Other contributions to the general good 
management of the BFNC have been made by a 
very large number of our members - I would 
virtually have to name all of our membership list 
to do justice to everyone’s contribution to our 
past year’s activities. As several of our visiting 
speakers have commented, everyone seems to 
know what needs to be done and they just go 
ahead and do it. 


On Jane’s behalf, I am pleased to be able to 
make this summary report of the Club’s 
activities and to be able to thank all of our 
members who have made a contribution to the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists’ Club’s successful 
operation during the last year. 


Rod Orr 


Mammal Study Group 
Annual Report 
Author: Dr. W. N. Holsworth, Hon. 


Secretary 


During the year, since August 1998, the 
Mammal Study Group continued with their 
traditional activities. Nine meetings were held 
(September, November 1998, and February, 
March, April, May, June, July and August 
1999). A BBQ with bat trapping was conducted 
on the usual meeting night of March 24, 1999, 
Several Club members and visitors came to help 
with the bat trapping. Trapping results were 
similar to last year with 12 bats caught; some 
wore bands placed on them 3 to 6 years 
previous; others were unbanded adults and 
juveniles. For the first time a known adult 
(banded) male was caught. No banding was 
done again this year. 


Most of the nest boxes (tubes) were removed 
from the Wallenjoe road area in May 1999, 


Some nest boxes were checked and a spotlight 
survey was held in Spring Gully Reservoir on 2 
December 1998. Several visitors associated with 
the National Parks for Bendigo Group were 
present. No significant change in nest box use 


by sugar gliders and other animals was noted. 


Our small mammal traps were loaned to two 
groups during the year to conduct authorized 
studies under their own permit. 


The major topics of discussion at the regular 
monthly meetings were: 


September 98 - Tree hollows and their use by 
possums and gliders. - A review of recent 
literature. Office Bearers for the year to 
September 1999 were elected. They were: 
Chairman - John Guley, Vice Chairman - John 
Burtonclay, Secretary - Bill Holsworth, and 
Property Officer - Maurie Lewis. 


November 98 - Topics and activities for the 
program for 1999. 


February 99 - Small mammals in fragmented 
forests- a review of research in the Dunolly- 
Tarnagulla State Forest. 


March 99 - Bat trapping at Lake Weeroona. 


April 99 - Report on Bat trapping, Spring in the 
Bendigo Bush Program, and Conservation of 
the Pilchers Bridge unmade road allowance. 


May 99 - Western Australia mammals and 1080 
resistance (Part 1) by Rob and Cynthia 
Watkins. 


June 99 - Western Australia mammals and 1080 
resistance (Part 2) 


July 99 - The Platypus - recent publications and 
a review of their biology. 


August 99 - Mountain pygmy possum 
(Burramys parvus) - a review of habitat 


requirements and threats to their survival on Mt. 
McKay as aresult of ski facilities proposed. 


Books, Periodicals, Pamphlets: 
The Library 
Author: Diana Collier 


When the Club moved to the Golden Square 
Senior Citizens Building, it was suggested that 
the books, periodicals and pamphlets should be 
located in one of the Bendigo Libraries. No 


further action was taken, as a reasonable space 
seemed available and many people helped sort 
out the large number of periodicals. * 


The titles of the periodicals have been listed and 
they are shelved alphabetically. The details of 


holdings, etc. is a slow business however, so 


the completeness of the sets is not known for the 
majority. Or, if there are less than -say- ten 
issues of a title on the shelf (when there should 
be 50 plus). 

The books and pamphlets are roughly sorted 
into their main subject, or current intent (say 
Mining) or form (submissions, reports). There 
are many additions on the Accessions shelves 
(labelled) unsorted. 

There is no general index. 


Elaine Mathison , very nobly, itemises the 
periodicals as they are received and lists them in 
the Whirrakee - this could form the basis of an 
index later. 

But no-one has requested any of these in the last 
three years to my knowledge. There has been a 
borrowing record in the book-room (cum store- 
room) - only one person has used it. 

If anyone has any items, would you let me 
know please - or return them if your use of them 
is finished. 


As the book-room is so squashed for storage, 
and the use of the books etc. is, to say the least, 
minimal, I am looking for alternative housing 
(as Castlemaine has done incidentally) so that 
wider access is available for an interested public 
or students. However there are considerations 
before a decision is made - such as: 


1.The.record of everything held is essential 


2.The retention (perhaps) of a few titles and 
which titles for 
a) all the time 
b) a year - or? and then transferred to the main 
collection. 


3. a) the distribution of the BFNC collection 


through the alternative library (though 
marked) 

b) to be held in the one place , i.e. set of 
shelves in the alternative library (if 
possible). 


Please let Diana know if you have any ideas or 
opinions as to what should be done with these 
materials (phone 5443 0137) 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 1999 


‘GENERAL ACCOUNT - INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS 
Membership 
Subscription 
Supper 

Sales 

Donations 
Interest 

Native Plant Show 
Bendigo National Park Group 
Mammal Trap Hire 
Bus for Excursion 


Summer in the Park 


Bank Balance at 1 August 1998 


Cheque A/c 


Term Deposit 


Surplus for Year 


3169.00/ 
180.00 / 
111.00’ 

22.00° 


65.00' 
664.47 | 
771.20 
691. 00/ 

_ 150.00! 
180.00° 


15,00" 


$6018.67 


/ 
1835.26. 
13972.95/ 


15808.21 


422.73! 


$16230.94 


EXPENDITURES 
Whirrakee Production 1431.00/ 
Whirrakee Postage 531.68/ 
Subscriptions 191.00/ 
Books for Sale 350.00/ 
Insurance 552.68! 
Stationery,Printing,Advertising 152.05" 
Hall Cleaning 327.95 
Garden 496.40 
Spring in the Bush 492.30 
Auditor 150.00. 
Conservation Donation 250.00. 
Bank Charges 28.63" 
Miscellaneous: 
Incorporation Fees 33.04 
P.O.Box Rental 45.00/ 
Batteries,Keys 24.95/ 
Bus Excursion 156.804 
Kitchen Supplies 30.50° 
Summer in the Park 15.00. 
Transfer to Hall A/c 337.00 642,25 
5595.94 
Surplus for Year 422.73 
$6018.67 
Bank Balance at 31 July 1999 
Cheque A/c 2257.99 4 
Term Deposit 8972.954 
General Investment A/c to 
Publication Investment A/c 5000.00" 
$16230.94 


I have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of receipts 


and expenditures and I am able to report that in my opinion the statement of receipts 


and expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions that have taken place in 


the bank accounts of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. during the financial 


year ended 31 July 1999. 


’ 
i 
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Auditor 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 1999 


PUBLICATION ACCOUNT - INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS 

Sales: 
Wildflowers of Bendigo 
Eucalypts of Bendigo 
Birds of Bendigo 
Orchids of Bendigo 

Interest 

Postage 


Donation 


Deficit for Year 


Bank Balance at 1 August 1998 


Cheque A/c 
Term Deposit 


General Investment A/c to 
Publication Investment A/c 


To Investment A/c 


1318.00/ 
506.75" 
810.00’ 
900.00’ 
506.16/ 

27.15" 
3.80" 
4071.86 
3503, 107 


$7574 ,96 


4119.48 
14556.847 


5000.007 
4000,004 


$27676, 32 


EXPENDITURES 


Printing 
Book Postage 


Bank Charges 


To Investment A/c 


Bank Balance at 31 July 1999 


Cheque A/c 


Term Deposit 


Deficit for Year 


3546.00/ 

22.85" 
6.11 
3574.96 


- 
4000.00 


$7574.96 


616.384 


23556,84”% 
24173.22 


3503.10 
$27676, 32 


I have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of receipts 


and expenditures and I am able to report that in my opinion the statement of receipts 


and expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions that have taken place in 


the bank accounts of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. during the financial 


year ended 31 July 1999, 


‘ 


: f 


D.D\Wright C.P.A. 


- 


Auditor (/4/ 44 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 1999 


MEETING HALL ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES 
Hall Hire 3269.00/ | Hall Hire 3125 .00/ 
Bank Interest 1137 Bank Charges 8.064 
Transfer from General A/c 337.00* Cleaning 200.00% 
Cleaning Supplies / Repairs 137,00 
3470.06 
Surplus for Year 137.07 
$3607, 13 $3607.13 
Bank Balance at 1 August 1998 Bank Balance at 31 July 1999 
Cheque A/c 264.674 | Cheque A/c 401.74/ 
Surplus for Year 137.07 
$401.74 $401.74 


I have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of receipts 
and expenditures and I am able to report that in my opinion the statement of receipts 
and expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions that have taken place in 
the bank accounts of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. during the financial 


year ended 31 July 1999. Vi 


Sid 
oN 
Sa eee CERsAs 


Auditor 24 Wt/49 


Mammal Study Group Campout and 


Squirrel Glider Survey 


When: October 16-17th 

Where: Benalla region 

Contact: Kerrie Norris ph. 54 478017 
(before Sept 24 or after Oct 11th) 

Details: Saturday morning — rendez-vous 


with Benalla Mammal Study 
Group. Car Pool , receive maps, 
ladder and instructions for nest 
boxes to be checked. 
Saturday evening — make camp, dinner and 
socialise prior to spotlighting excursion. 
Sunday morning — birding and/or bushwalk. 
Note: Ray Thomas (Benalla DNRE) in 
1998 presented an inspiring 
lecture for B.F.N. informing us 
of the extensive community 
involvement and tree planting 
taking place in the Benalla region 
in aid of the Regent Honeyeater 
Project. 
Mammal nest boxes subsequently followed and 
despite the fragmentation of habitat (Islands of 
Habitat), squirrel gliders, tuans and sugar 
gliders have been identified. 
It has been noted that the squirrel gliders tend to 
dominate the richer areas thus, relegating the 
sugar glider to sub-optimal habitat. Ray assures 
us: 
a) that our assistance with the count will 
contribute to work being done to identify the 
missing links, ensuring the survival of native 
animals within rural farming areas and 
b) we all definitely see squirrel gliders and a 
variety of other small mammals. 


Bird Group Events 
Author: Kerrie Norris (Ph 54 478 017) 


Strathfieldsaye Suburbia 
(with a difference) 


When: Sunday 24th October 

Where: John Robinson’s property, 
Blucher Street, opposite BP 
service station, Strathfieldsaye 
pH. 54 395 760. 

Time: 2pm onwards 

Bring: Binoculars, thermos etc. for 
afternoon tea by lagoon. 

Note: Observe a variety of parrots, 


water birds and bush birds in full 
nesting mode. 
Face the challenge of identifying the real 
hollows and the original watercourse. 
An inspiration for any home garden. 


Owlet Nightjars and other nocturnal 
birds 


When: Friday 5th November 

Meet: Golden Square Club-rooms 

Time: 7pm sharp to drive to Kerrie 
Norris’s property in Kangaroo 
Gully 

Bring: Binoculars, mosquito proof and 
clothing to suit weather 
conditions 

Note: Observe Owlet Nightjars in 


daylight and as they alight from 
hollow logs at dusk. 
Depending on number of participants as to 
whether meeting adjourns to Club-rooms for 


’ further discussion, sound recordings and slides 


2 


of nocturnal birds. 


Registration form 
Red Gum - 'River Guardians ' 


Nameg & 4. .708E ere: A ees 


HN COLESS EM Stes rarer eh a ae i srs, Nene 


@rganisations 4.1.0. .ee Fs os Te ee, 


Occupation tee PEER EAL Oe CRESTS 
Please find enclosed a Cheque or money order 


Tick appropriate box 
—_}$30. for Seminar only 
[$50 seminar plus evening Seminar Dinner & speaker: 
[_]S20 landholder - seminar only 
[S40 landholder - seminar plus Seminar Dinner 


Make cheques payable 
to 


Shire of Campaspe 
Send registration and payment to: 


Red Gum - River Guardians 
C/O Drew Gailey 
Shire of Campaspe 
PO Box 35 
Echuca 3564 
Registrations close on 11th October 1999 
Places are limited 


“Map 266, F3 


Seminar Venue: Paramount Theatre 
Costi(ind. Junch,morning & afternoon tea) $ 30 
landholders incl. lunch, morning & afternoon tea $5 


Evening Seminar Dinner - $20 
Venue: Moama Bowling Club 7:00pm 


For further details contact:: 6; Kh. 

Department of Natural Resources . ver 6 7Y f @ 

& Environment. 54304444 “a8 A F ¢ Var lans 
Drew Gailey (Shire of Campaspe) 54812200 Daidy ried yw : 
Geoff Park (NCCMA) 54487124 ae WUWE &™ 

Seminar registration commences at Wednesday 13th October 1999 
8.45am, for a 9.15am start. 

Paramount Gi 
Theatre 

272 Hare St. 

Echuca 


VicRoads ref 


A seminar to promote better 
L. @) NORTH CENTRAL F 
LI) carcument understanding of the ecology, 


——Z MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
wa conservation and management of Red 
Gum Ecosystems in Northern Victoria. 
“AAW . 
Rarks Greening Australia _ 
Paramount Theatre 


VICTORIA 


(B) GREATER BENDIGO CITY COUNCIL 272 Hare st. Echuca 
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Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


Wednesday, October 13, 7:30pm 
Speaker: Chris Tzaros, Deakin University 
“The Murray River as a Riparian Corridor for 
Land Birds’ 


Wednesday, November 10, 7:30pm 
Speaker: Peter Johnson, DNRE, Bendigo 
“Amphibians of North Central Victoria’. 


Wednesday, December 8 

Christmas Dinner, members usually bring a 
plate of supper to share. 

Note: starting time will be earlier. 


Excursion 


Sunday, November 14 

Marylin Sprague’s wildflower nursery and 
Geoff Gibson’s arboretum. This will be a half- 
day or a whole day excursion depending when 
and where you join/leave the group. 


Meet 10am at the Clubhouse or at 10.15am at 
the Wildflower Nursery in Tannery Lane. 

We will have lunch at the Arboretum at Emu 
Creek, (the excursion can also be joined there). 


December excursion 
details to be confirmed 


Bird Observers Group 


Sunday, October 24 
‘Strathfiedsaye Suburbia (with a difference)’. 


Bird Group Event at John Robinson’s property. 


For details, see page 12. 


Friday, November 5 

‘Owlet Nightjars and other nocturnal birds’ 
Bird Group Event at Club rooms and Kerrie 
Norris’s property. 

For details, see page 12. 


Mammal Study Group 


Weekend, October 16-17th 

Mammal Study Group Campout and Squirrel 
Glider Survey in the Benalla region 

For details, see page 12. 

Contact: Kerrie Norris, ph. 54 478017 


For information about the Mammal Study Group 
ring Bill Holsworth on 5443 4063. 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as__ 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


Other Events 


Bush Month October 


October 1999 is Victoria’s inaugural ‘Bush 
Month’ with private, rural and metropolitan 
properties containing significant native habitats 
opening for public viewing. 


see September issue of Whirrakee (page 10) for 
details or ring Elvyne Hogan on 5435 3933. 


Box Ironbark Ecology Course 
Puckapunyal 
25 - 29th October 1999 


For land managers, educators, naturalists, 
landholders, local government and those 
interested in better understanding the ecology of 
this unique ecosystem. 

See September Whirrakee for details. 


Please contact Diane Marshall on 03 9412 4608, 
e-mail: di.marshall @nre.vic.gov.au 


